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COUNTER-ATTACK IN DRAMA 


The stirring call trumpeted by the Most Reverend Francis Le Beckman, to the 
members of his Archdiocese of Dubuque in celebration of Catholic Press Month 
reached headquarters via Brooklyn. Its challenge so aptly fits drama as well 
as press that we welcome its expressions 

To an old friend and leader of the Conference = Archbishop Beckman was our 
Honorary President from 1959 to 1941 = the present issue of our Calendar may 
shadowgraph the steady advance made by Conference members. As in the past 
the substance of the Conference is the recognition of the dramatic material's 
importance balancedby production worthy of the message, and through both these 
factors an ever increasing audience for our "counter-attack" theaters 

Concretely we cite the doing spirit that brings under the lights "Caukey,", 
“Liberty Jones" and new adaptations of "Sanctity" and “A Saint in a Hurry"; 
the excellent stagecraftsmenship of Loras Players' set for "Junior Miss;" the 
education for leadership in Catholic activity earned by the Thalpomenieans in 
their complete responsibility for production of "Murder in a Nunnerys;" plus 
the specific oontributions in the present crisis to war bond drives and ser- 
vicemen's entertainment by more groups than we can mention here. 

Catholic Theater has the leadership to achieve its objectives in the battle 
ahead, - 
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NEW TITLES 


To the searchers for a new, short Lente 
en play we recommend strongly "I Lay in 
Zion" by Will Gibson of Topeka, Kansas, 

Mr. Gibson has sent us two typewritten 
copies of his script, which is offered to 
Conference menbers this season without 
royalty charge. 

Peter has the chief part 
by two Roman officers, a young boy, two 
maids,an old woman,and Peter's wife. Not 
too difficult for production this Lent. 


supplemented 


Agnes C,. Loughlin, Professor of Speech, 
College Misericordia, makes her own Catho- 
lic drama, Among her original  arrangee 
ments are "Sanctity," a Choral Ode for May 
Day, and choral adaptation of Masefield's 
"End and Beginning." 


"Young Man of Today," known in preepub~ 
lication rumor as "America's Children,” by 
Aurania Rouverol will be ready for distrie 
bution April 15, though production is to 
be restricted in some localities. The au- 
thor of "Skidding" and "Young April", has 
turned to war-time problems of young Amere- 
icans.e. 10m, 6 fe 1 interior. Samuel 
French has given us a galley proof of the 
script for use of our library members, 


"War Bond Plays," a book of short plays 
and sketches published by the Treasury De- 
partment, is now availadle.. Ranging from 
six minutes to an hour in length and from 
dialogue to musical pageant ( eg. "shar- 
ing America" produced by Academy of Holy 
Angels,Minneapolis), the material shows 
you how to snatch attention for war bonds 
at odd moments or how to concentrate for 
a whole evening on the subject. Secure 
your copy from your local Women's War Fi- 
nance Committee or from Women's Section, 
War Finance Division, Treasury Department 
Washington, 25, DeC. 

Another new dramatic script with music, 
following living newspaper technique, "Fig- 
ure It Out", is offered by the Education 
Section,War Finance Division, U. S. Trea- 
sury Departnent, Washington. Especially 
directed to community interest. 

The Thalpomenians of Ursuline Brescia 
College, New Orleans,read the galley proof 
of "Murder in a Nunnery" and immediately 


wired for permission to start production, 
Before the script was available generally 





ON THE SHELVES 


Donations to the lending library in 
February included a copy of Loras Col- 
lege's new adaptation of Peman's "A 
Saint in a Hurry," an autographed copy 
of Sister Mary Donatus's "The Greater 
Glory" and "The King's Jongleur," plus 
a generous shipment from Sister Mary 
Angelita,B.V.M., of the Cameo Players, 
Immaculate Conception Academy, Daven- 
port, Iowa. 

Samuel French promises us a typewrit- 
ten script of "When Doctors Disagree," 
the new Rose Franken play, by March 15. 
Publication is not anticipated at this 
time, although the play will be avail- 
able for production. 

The library is working. Take Acad- 
eny of Holy Angels, for exemple. For 16 
cents in postage Sister Charitas has 
been able to read $8.25 worth of plays 
that she would otherwise have had to 
purchase. Take, also, The Catholic 
Youth Center of Great Falls, Montana. 
Father Wilson E, Kaiser was starting a 
community theater "from scratch." He 
asked for our advice on the all ~ impor- 
tant first show, and we were able to 
send him several plays from which to 
make his choice. Pe Ses He has settled 
for the favorite "Ever Since Eve." 

For the benefit of those who have 
given away their December Production 
Calendar with its announcement of li- 
brary rules, we remind you: 

Conference menbers are asked for one 
dollar deposit fee. Please send us 4 
check for this deposit before request~ 
ing us to ship play copies to you. 

Returning play copies must include 


the postage spent by us in shipping 
your order, Please don't involve us 
in billecollecting routines, or we'll 


never get around to constructive Confer- 
ence work, 

Remember, 25¢ a week fine for overdue 
copies. We don't want to get rich this 
way;let us have the books within three 
weeks so we can remail them on other 
requests. 

See last page for added play titles. 


they were enthusiastically at work draft- 
ing five actors for the male roles, re- 
hearsing and scene building. The entire 
production is staffed by members of the 
dramatic group. 
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BLACKFRIARS TACKLE RACE PROBLEM 
IN “CAUKEY" 


Father McGlynn's indictment of our ine 
difference to the race problem has been 
in the New York Blackfriars' pending file 
since the 57th Street theater's opening. 
With the wider audience won by “Career 
Angel," the time was ripe. 

"“Caukey" is the bitterly simple story; 
the twist is that negroes have all the 
wealth, education, civilized traditions, 
while the Caukeys (fighting word to these 
Caucasians) are the downtrodden. George 
Pringle, nursed along by Mr, Ed, his ne= 
gro benefactor, is the first of his race 
to be admitted to law school; he is ese 
pecially favaed by a $15. a week clerking 
job in the real estate magnate's office, 
But he is unable to prevent his family's 
eviction from the run down tenement that 
is home, and black bullets convince him 
and us that vested interests thickly 
crusted with callous prejudice always win. 

The author, Rev. Thomas McGlynn, O, Pe, 
is the son of Frank McGlynn who starred 
for years in Drinkwater's "Lincoln." Bee 
fore his transfer to Amite, Louisiana, he 

worked in a Chicago settlement house for 
three years, His thesis play is intended 
as a challenge, without apology. Fitting- 
ly, it is his statuc of Blessed Martin de 
Porres that has brought Father McGlynn 
fame as a sculptor. 

Though divided in their judgment the 
critics were almost unanimous in praising 
the attack of the problem. Burton Rascoe 
of the World Telegram capped an enthusi~ 
astic review with the claim that 
was the most thrilling thing he has seen 
in the theater, PM's confused and incon- 
sistent condemnation actually brought in 
ticket buyers. 

Acting honors go to Ruth P. White 
of Perth Amboy who as Ma Pringle builds 
credence for the play's cause, Clarence 
Qe Foster who does Mr. Ed, and Dennis Mc 
Donald playing George. 

large blocks of tickets have already 
been bought for the run scheduled to Mr. 
12. Blackfriars’ performances make pop- 
ular expeditions for all kinds of organi- 
gationss a parish sodality t#hared the 
balcony with the YWCA one evening; Ford-= 
ham Alumnae were served a special matinee 
with intermission presentation of the aue 
thor and Father Gannon, Fordham's Presi- 
dent. 


"Caukey” 


LORAS PLAYERS 
AT WORK 


When a ticket selleout forced Loras 
Players to close their "Junior Miss" box 
office early, they probably put the spare 
time into scene-building for their next 
show, Peman's "A Saint in a Hurry." 

Though their new adaptation is a sim- 
pler production than the original, it is 
still a demanding one. The multi-scene 
problem has been solved by a small stage, 
set within a false proscenium, Drops and 
set pieces are completed,and a beginning 
made on the formidable casting list with 
negroes and twelve Japanese playing the 
parts of the islanders, 

But Father Schroeder's is no one-track 
minds a post script to his welcome note 
asks for releases for next year's sched~ 
ule, 


DEADLINE DISCIPLINE 


A report on St, Catherine's Players’ 
ambitious production of "Liberty Jones" 
on February 23 must be held over to next 
month, though we frankly admit this story 
comes close to making us forget 25th of 
the month deadline, But the adventurous 
spirit of that high school presentation 
will make a good story even a month late. 
Watch for Sister Mary Honora's aecount 
of it in the April Production Calendar. 


RICHMOND'S GUILD-CANTEEN 


Undaunted by wartime stringencies Rich= 
mond's Catholic Theatre Guild plans for 
city-wide presentation of its Passion 
Play this year by rotating performances 
in all sections of town, 

Host to 3,000 service men in 1943, the 
Guild can well boast no rationing of its 
Canteen activities, 


VICTORY PLAYERS 


Sister M. Charitas of Academy of Holy 
Angelis, Minneapolis, spure interest in 
"It's a Ming," Helen Monsell 's comedy 
for ten girls, by reprting enthusiasti-~- 
cally on a Junior Victory Players’ pro« 
duction at the Academy, The War Bond 
Drive net $16,000 in Bonds by mid«Febru- 
ary with ample credit due dramatic and 
music departments. 





ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY 


Title Author Publisher=Date Type Acts Sets 








Adventures of Tom Sawyer Phelps/Twain Wetmore 1938 Com 3 int 
Among the Stars Kathryn Wayne Bug bee 1935 FCom 3 int 
Am I Intruding? F. Ge Johnson Denison 1922 MysCom 3 int 
Arsenic and Old Lace Jose Kesselring Dre Pl Svcl941 Com 3 int 
3 


At Yale Owen Davis French 1906 ComDr 2in 2x 
int 


Behind the News M, F. Holmes Bugbee 1935 Com 
2int 


3 
Birds' Christmas Carol Wiggin/Ingersoll He-Mifflin 1914 Juven 3 
Blundering Herd, The Ne. F. Holmes Bugbee 1954 Com 3 ext 
Borderland Chase Townsend Dr Pub Co 1889 Dram S$ 2 inex 
Charm Shop, The Arthur Jearne Nthwstn 1934 RomDr 3 Sint 
Charley's Aunt Brandon Thomas French 1892 Com 3 2inex 
Connie Goes Home E. Ce Carpenter French 1933 Com 4 int 
Devil Passes, The Benn Levy French 1932 Com P&S 2int 
Eves the Fifth Nicholson & Golden French 1928 Drama 3 4int 
Fielding Manor Me. Le Wright AdAneé s 1885 Drama P&4 2in-2x 
For the Love of Johnny Harry Hamilton Denison 1936 Rom Com 3 inex 
Girls Take Over, The Peggy Fernway French 1943 Com 3 int 
Greater Ctory, The SreM.Donatus,IHM Immaculata '36 Hist Pet P&4 5ine2x 
Grumpy Hodges &Percyval French 1914 2int 
Hottentot, The Victor Mapes French 1922 Com in-ex 
I Lay in Zion Will Gibson MSS 1944 Ienten ext 
Importance of Being Earnest Oscar Wilde Baker 1895 2in=x 
It's a Ming Nelen Monsell Dr Pub Co F Com int 
Joyous Season, The Philip Barry French 1934 Com int 
June Moon Lardner & Kaufman French 1929 Com 2int 
Junior Miss Chodorov & Fields Dr Pl Sve 1943 Com int 
Kick In Willard Mack French 1925 Myst 2int 
King's Jongleur, The Sre M. Donatus, IHM CADrMvmt 1936 Christmas 1 int 
ladies in Retirement Percy & Denham Dr Pl Sve 1949 Drama int 
Ladies of the Jury Fred Ballard French 1929 Com 2int 
Little Gray Lady, The Channing Pollock French 1905 Com 2in=x 
Little Women Olcott /Ravold French 1931 Com int 
Man of the Hour George Broadhurst French 1916 4int 
Murder in a Nunnery Shepherd/lavery French 1944 Myst Com 5in-x 
Music Master, The Charles Klein French 1915 Com Dr Sint 
Mrs.Wiggs of Cabbage Patch A.C.Flexner French 1924 Com in-ex 
Neighbors, The Zona Gale Baker 1914 Com int 
Not So Long Ago Arthur Richman French 1919 Com PeSeE 2inex 
Or. ly Me : Short & Phelps French 1924 Com 3 int 
Other Apostles, The Geo.Callahan Row=-Petsn Lenten 1 int 
Paddy the Next Best Thing Mackay & Ord French 1927 Com + Sint 
Reach for the Moon lindsey Barbee Baker 1933 Com 3 int 
Ring Around Elizabeth Charl Armstrong French 1942 Com 3 int 
Rivals, The Sheridan Baker 1896 Com 5 4in3x 
S@int in a Hurry, A Peman/Dubuque Mimeogph 1944 Biog Dr P2E 4in5Sx 
Seven Little Rebels RG Musil Childrns Th Prs 1938 Juven § 2int 
Shavings Phelps & Short French 1920 Com 3 in-ex 
Ste Cecilia's Oath Dr.S,Pfeiffer CaDrMvmt 1925 RelDr 7 inwex 
When Knighthood Was In Flower Kaster French 1906 4 4in=x 
3 
3 
3 
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Wolves, The R. Rolland Dr Pl Sve 1937 Hist Dr int 
Young Man of Today A.Rouverol French(GP)1944 Com int 
Youth Comes Tripping N. F. Holmes Bugbee 1933 Com int 





